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Our cast is committed to everyone's safety 
and therefore will not be participating in a 
Meet and Greet after the show.  

Please extend any thoughts you would like to 
share with cast members via social media.  The 
cast is so grateful for your coming out to see 
the show!



Act I

Act II
Welcome to the Renaissance (Reprise)
Hard to Be the Bard
It’s Eggs!
We See the Light
Nigel’s Theme
To Thine Own Self
Right Hand Man (Reprise)
Something Rotten!
Make an Omelette
To Thine Own Self (Reprise)
Shakespeare in Court
Welcome to America

Minstrel
Shakespeare and Male Company
Nick and Male Company
Portia, Nigel, Jeremiah, and Company
Nigel
Nigel, Nick, and Male Company
Bea
Nick, Shakespeare and Male Company
Nick, Nostradamus, Shakespeare and Company
Nick, Nigel
Company
Nick, Nigel, Bea, Portia, and Company

Welcome to the Renaissance
God, I Hate Shakespeare
Right Hand Man
God, I Hate Shakespeare (Reprise)
A Musical
The Black Death
I Love the Way
Will Power
Shakespeare's After Party
Bottom's Gonna Be on Top

Jeremiah, Portia, Company
Company
Bea, Nick and Nigel
Nick
Nostradamus, Nick and Company
Nick, Nigel, and Male Company
Portia and Nigel
Shakespeare, Nigel, Portia, and Company
Company
Nick, Nigel, Bea, Shylock, Shakespeare, and Company



Thank you to our Sponsors!

You can also download and view a copy of this 
information at www.eastlighttheatre.com
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Contact: Liz Newton
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Peoria Playhouse Children’s Museum

Contact: Rebecca Shulman

2218 N. Prospect Road, Peoria, Illinois, 61603

309-323-6900



Musicality Arrangements

Contact: Nick Brockamp
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Thank you to Eastlight Theatre for 
keeping our community actively 
involved in the arts during these 

difficult times!
  

Athena Herman Law is proud to 
support

Eastlight Theatre
and the arts in Central Illinois!



Bill White

“In Loving Memory of Beverly J. White”



Eastlight Season Contributors

Major 
Contributors:

Evalyn Spinder

Myron Elliott Sr. & 
Family

James and Gina Feehan

David Worent 



A digital copy of tonight’s program can also be 
found at www.eastlighttheatre.com



JERROD BARTH (Brother Jeremiah) - Jerrod is ecstatic to return to the Eastlight stage in this hilarious 
musical. A Eureka College graduate, he last appeared at Eastlight as the less holier Uncle Ernie in The 
Who’s Tommy and has also performed around the Peoria theatre community for the past seven years in 
such shows as PPT’s Matilda (Escapologist/Sergei), West Side Story (Diesel), and Kinky Boots (Factory 
Worker, and yes, he wore some kinky boots that fit his thick calves; thank you Jill and Darah!); CST’s 
Baskerville (Dr. Watson), Spamalot (Ensemble), and Rosencrantz & Guildenstern are Dead (Albert); and 
Eastlight’s Mary Poppins (Ensemble), Jekyll & Hyde (Ensemble), Saturday Night Fever (DJ Monty), and 
Beauty and the Beast (Ensemble). Remember to wear your mask and wash your hands, please, and enjoy 
the show!

MADISON BOEDECKER (Company) - Madison is so excited to be back on stage after 
taking almost a year off! She was last seen at Eastlight as Katie in Honky Tonk Laundry and 
Medda Larkin in Newsies. She also made the commute to Springfield last fall to perform as 
Margo in Bright Star. She would like to thank Robin for taking on this hilarious show, Alex 
Hunt for convincing her to audition, and all those people who have volunteered their time 
and money to make this show a possibility. You can see Madison again during the holiday 
season in A Christmas Carol at the Scottish Rite Cathedral. Enjoy the show!

KAYLA BREITBARTH (Company) - Kayla is currently a student at Western Illinois University majoring in Musical 
Theatre. Most recently she has appeared as Hannah in Spitfire Grill, Hannah/Others in Puffs, and as a soloist in 
Western Illinois’ Underground Cabaret. Kayla would like to thank all of her friends in the cast for making this 
such a fun show and also would like to thank Robin Hunt for the chance to continue doing theater this summer 
while also staying safe. Enjoy the show and Stay Safe!



NICK BROCKAMP (Peter Quince) - Nick is excited to be back on stage in Peoria after recently 
moving back from Indiana. He most recently appeared on stage in The Secret Garden at Corn Stock 
Theatre and Broadway Backwards at Peoria Players, and was also music director for Seussical the 
Musical at Corn Stock Theatre. Nick serves as the Choral Director at Glenwood High School in 
Chatham, where he directs numerous ensembles, including the nationally recognized Titan Fever 
Show Choir. He’d like to thank his amazing wife Natalie for her support throughout this experience 
and the entire cast and crew for all of the phenomenal work they’ve done to make this show happen. 

PAIGE CALVERT (Company/Tapper) - Paige, a sophomore vocal performance major at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign, is absolutely thrilled to be making her Eastlight Theatre debut in arguably one the most 
interesting roles she’s ever played: a tap-dancing omelette! She was highly involved in Pekin Community High 
School’s theatre department, where her favorite role was definitely Mother Abbess in The Sound of Music. 
Paige has always loved the stage and is extremely passionate about opera, musical theatre, and choral 
conducting. She would like to thank her friends and family for their constant love and support, as well as Robin, 
Steve, Matt, and Carrie for working endlessly to make this show possible, despite these very unique 
circumstances!

CLAIRE CHALLACOMBE (Portia) - Claire is thrilled to be back in Peoria theater after graduating from 
Illinois Wesleyan University this Spring. You may remember her from some of her iconic roles like 
Caroline Blakesly in The Little Dog Laughed, Kathryn Winslow in 13 Past Midnight, or girl #4 in Meet 
Me in St. Louis. In her free time, she enjoys gymnastics, lifting at the gym, cattle calling, and honing her 
ventriloquism.  She would like to dedicate this performance to her ex-boyfriend. You know who you 
are. Live Laugh love. Potatoes. Sunflowers.  :)



LEAH ROSE COOPER (Company/Tapper) - This is Leah’s first show with Eastlight Theatre. Leah 
was previously in The Little Mermaid at Cornstock Theatre. She is very excited for this production 
and hopefully many more in the area! She wants to give a special shoutout to Elena and her 
whole Studio DYB family for teaching her so much about dance, community and giving her such a 
fun, safe place. Music and theater have always been her biggest passions, and she is so grateful 
for the amazing cast of Something Rotten and a chance to perform during these uncertain times. 
Leah would like to thank her amazing friends, family, God and dog Minnie Mouse for their love and 
support!

CLAY FRANKEL (Minstrel/Troupe/Tapper) - Clay is thrilled to be working again with Robin, Jen, 
and Tamra for Something Rotten! Clay works at the Center for Prevention of Abuse as the 
in-house graphic designer and is humbled to serve for such an important organization. You might 
have seen Clay most recently in Peoria Players’ production of Kinky Boots as one of the Angels. 
He has also played Action in West Side Story, Munkustrap in Cats, Race in Newsies, and Greg in 
A Chorus Line to name a few other roles. You can also catch Clay this upcoming holiday season 
performing in A Christmas Carol at the newly-renovated Scottish Rite Cathedral. When not 
performing onstage, Clay enjoys taking tap, jazz, and ballet at Velocity Dance Center in Goodfield 
and selling ducks for CFPA’s 32nd Annual Duck Race (get your ducks at duckracepeoria.com)!

DAVID FRITZ (Company) - David Fritz is the owner and founder of “the DAVID line”, a fashion 
experience that explores the concepts of youth, minimalism, surrealism, and personal identity. 
www.thedavidfritz.com



CONNOR GIBLER (Francis Flute) - Connor is extremely excited to perform in what will be his second show 
at Eastlight Theatre. You might have seen him on the Eastlight stage last summer as Eddie in Mamma Mia. 
Other recent roles include Aaron Schultz in Legally Blonde, Mark/Pete in Fun Home, and a scab in 
Newsies. Connor is currently a super sophomore at Illinois Central College, and he hopes to attend 
Western Illinois University next fall to major in Musical Theatre. Enjoy the show!

BARRY GRIMES (Lord Clapham) - Barry is performing for the first time on the Eastlight stage, 
although he has appeared on stage at Peoria Players Theatre in the ensemble of Ragtime, 
Sheldrake in Sunset Boulevard, and as Professor Porter in Tarzan the Musical. He has also 
appeared at Eureka College with Nitsch Theatre Arts as Mr. Boddy in Clue the Musical. Barry 
hopes you thoroughly enjoy this performance and this incredibly talented cast!

SAM HIPP (Shylock) - Sam prefers not to write lengthy bios on account of his staggering humility 
and crippling fear of the written word. Enjoy the show!

ROBIN HASTY (Company/Puritan) - Robin is a music graduate of Eureka College. She is ecstatic to be a 
part of this wonderful production. Making her debut at Eastlight Theater, she never expected to be a 
Puritan or to have so much fun dancing in a theater production again! Robin has performed as Mr. Fogg 
in Sweeney Todd and Polly Peacham in Threepenny Opera. She wishes to thank a fellow Robin (Hunt) 
for allowing her to come back to the theater! Much love to her family and friends supporting her musical 
habit! She hopes everyone will enjoy the show!



TAYLOR HUBBARTT (Bea) - Taylor is beyond thrilled to be playing one of her bucket list roles. 
Originally from FL, Taylor has her Bachelor’s Degree in Theatre Arts from the University of South 
Florida. She worked professionally from Busch Gardens(Tampa) to NYC to Arizona. Some of her 
favorite roles include Miss Lovett in Sweeney Todd, Bombalrina in Cats and Pinky Tuscadero in 
Happy Days - A New Musical. In addition to directing four youth shows a year with Nitsch Theatre 
Arts, where she is a director/choreographer, she directed Spring Awakening and is currently directing 
Legally Blonde. Taylor would like to dedicate this performance to Emerson Howell. “I love you girl, 
you are missed more and more every day.”

ALEX HUNT (Horatio/Troupe) - Alex is excited to be returning to Eastlight Theatre, 
where he was last seen in Sweeney Todd in 2014. Alex is a band director at 
Wauwatosa West HS in Wisconsin, where he is in charge of marching band, jazz 
band, concert bad, pep band, and the pit orchestra for the fall and spring musicals. 
He did theatre in the area while growing up and loves to return to his hometown for 
his annual summer show! He would like to thank his friends and family for all of their 
support throughout his crazy traveling schedule and give special shout-outs to 
Madison for putting up with his nonsense and Cole for letting him experience being 
away all summer. Enjoy the show!!

CALEB DEAN JOHNSON (Shakespeare) - Caleb is happy to be making a return to Peoria theatre. This will be his 
debut at Eastlight! He was last seen around the area as Jack Kelly in Newsies at Cornstock Theatre. Caleb Is 
going to be a senior this year pursuing a Musical Theatre (BFA) degree at Western Illinois University. Last 
summer Caleb had his first professional acting job in Minot, North Dakota where he performed in roles as 
Pepper in Mamma Mia and Lumiere in Beauty and the Beast. Caleb would like to thank his family for putting up 
with him being gone for rehearsals all the time and he would like to thank Robin for giving him this incredible 
opportunity to be playing “the Bard” himself!



ELLEN LARSEN (Company/Tapper) - Ellen is thrilled to make her debut at Eastlight Theatre as none other than the 
coveted role of a tap-dancing omelet! Ellen is the Executive Director of the Volunteer Network on Aging in Galesburg IL. In 
her free time, Ellen serves on the United Way of Knox County and Knox-Galesburg Symphony Board of Directors. Ellen’s 
recent roles include Sally Bowles in Prairie Players Cabaret and Ado Annie in Oklahoma! Ellen is thankful for the 
opportunity to be active in the arts alongside her talented theatre friends and family during what would otherwise be the 
worst of times during the pandemic. 

BROOKE MCCORMICK (Company) - Brooke is a recent graduate of Illinois Central College where she received 
her Associate’s Degree in Communications. In the fall, she intends to major in English at Monmouth College 
with a minor in Classical Studies. Brooke’s most recent roles include Vivienne in Legally Blonde with Nitsch 
Theatre Arts and Lucy in You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown with the Metamora Thespian Society. She is very 
excited to be back on stage with her mother and hopes you enjoy the show!

KATHY MCCORMICK (Company) - Kathy is enjoying her first time on the Eastlight stage, although she’s not new to local 
theater.  Some of her favorite roles include Peoria Players’ Theatre’s Rosie (regional premiere of Mamma Mia), 
Christine (Phantom), and Nellie Forbush (South Pacific) as well as Corn Stock Theatre’s Maria (The Sound of Music) and 
Kathryn (Kiss Me Kate).  Kathy’s daytime “stage” is a Metamora High School classroom where she teaches college-prep 
composition.  She is also happy to be sharing the stage with her daughter and thanks her husband, Mic, and son, Jack, 
for putting up with their rehearsal schedule.

ANDREW MCCURDY (Company) - Andrew will graduate in August with a bachelor’s degree in Nursing 
from Methodist College! He currently works as a registered nurse for Methodist Hospital. He is not a 
Methodist. Andrew was also a cast member in Newsies at Corn Stock.



CARRIE MCMILLION (Costumer) - Carrie has been building costumes since her daughter, Natalie, was in preschool but didn't 
start theatrical costuming until 2006. It has been non-stop ever since! This has been the biggest build show and she couldn't 
have done it without a LOT of help from Sarah Crosman, Dee Dee Neuhaus, Elizabeth Gerwick, Amelia Dirks, Robin Hasty, and 
Grace Thompson. They were a sewing army, and she cannot thank them enough. Thank you to Simmy and Robin for 
recruiting them!  Lastly, Carrie wants to say thank you to Natalie, Will, Bernie (Mom) and Jim (Dad). Her family has been her 
rock and her biggest cheering section.  Enjoy the show!

NATALIE MCMILLION (Company/Tapper) - Natalie is thrilled to be tapping her quarantine calories away in 
Something Rotten! alongside such a fabulous cast. She recently graduated from the ICC Radiography 
(x-ray) program and is continuing her studies this fall to obtain her CT (CAT scan) license before she 
moves to STL in 2021. Nat has been in too many shows to count at this point but a few of her favorites 
include Newsies and Brigadoon at Corn Stock and Cats and Joseph (2015-2019) at Eastlight. She would like 
to thank her mother, Carrie, and wonderful boyfriend, Jonathan, for always encouraging her to do what 
makes her happiest and wants to give a special shout out to her nerd gang on Discord for keeping her sane.

KELLEEN NITSCH (Company) Kelleen is thrilled to be back on the Eastlight stage. Originally from Florida,  Kelleen 
has performed on stage from Walt Disney World to NYC and has been no stranger to area theatres since moving 
here eight years ago. Some favorite roles have been Blanche in Bonnie & Clyde and Alice in The Addams Family 
at Peoria Players and Estelle in The Full Monty, her last show in Florida.  Kelleen has also been a 
director/choreographer at all our area theatres.   Her joy is spending her days as the Founder/Executive Director 
for Nitsch Theatre Arts (NTA), a local not for profit arts education organization, and directing 4-5 productions a 
year with area youth.  She dedicates this show to her students- “always keep reaching for your dreams!”.  She 
thanks her husband for his unwavering support- you are my heart! 



DUSTIN PRESLEY (Nick Bottom) - Dustin attended both Roosevelt University’s Chicago College of the 
Performing Arts and the American Musical & Dramatic Academy (NY) for Musical Theatre. Dustin’s first 
show ever was Oliver! at Eastlight in 1997. His favorite roles include Tateh in Ragtime, Bruce Bechdel 
in Fun Home, and Leo Frank in Parade. Dustin would like to thank his extended family, friends, and 
husband, Quinn, for all of their continued love and support. 

ADAM RASO (Nigel Bottom) - Adam is going to be a senior at Loyola University Chicago this fall. 
You may remember him from the last time he appeared on Eastlight’s stage in the children’s 
choir of their 2004 production of Joseph... He’d like to give a shoutout to Deirdre and Margaret 
for making the trip out to Peoria. Also hello Zaneta!

CHLOE SCHONERT (Company/Tapper) - Chloe is a rising senior at Morton High School and is busy all of the time. 
She is involved in Girl Scouts, dances at two different local studios, plays the violin, goes on many, many college 
visits, and loves to travel. She is beyond excited to be a tap-dancing omelette in Something Rotten! and to add this 
show to her repertoire, which includes the musicals 42nd Street, A Christmas Story, Tarzan, and Newsies to name a 
few. She hopes that you enjoy Something Rotten and that it gives you a small vacation from today's world. 

AUSTIN SHAW (Robin/Tapper) - This show marks the end of a two year break from the stage for Austin, and he 
could not be more excited to return! Other roles at Eastlight include Rooster in Annie, Macavity/Admetus in 
Cats, and Karl the Giant in Big Fish. While he loves to act, his true passion is playing in the pit/music directing, 
which he has been doing in the area for over ten years. Austin will be a senior at Millikin University, pursuing a 
double major in Piano Performance and Arts Technology. After he graduates, he hopes to move to NYC to 
become the next Alex Lacamoire. He would like to thank Robin, Steve, Matt and Carrie for their diligence in 
efficiently and safely putting on this production.



JOEL SHOEMAKER (Tom Snout) - A graduate of Eureka College and Dominican University, Joel is the Library 
Director for the Illinois Prairie District Public Library, with six branches in rural Woodford County. He is also a 
magician and a husband. Joel has previously appeared in a number of productions in area theatres, most notably 
as the sock monkey in Robin Hunt’s Mary Poppins. 

DAN SMITH (Company) - Dan is dedicated to the Eastlight stage. He was a jack of all trades in last 
year’s production of Newsies and portrayed Bill Austin in Mamma Mia and Bert Barry in 42nd 
Street. His experience also includes shows at the Fulton County Playhouse where he portrayed Jim in 
Pump Boys and Dinettes and Archibald Craven in The Secret Garden. A native of Nashville, 
Tennessee, Dan had roles in A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum and The Robber 
Bridegroom while a student at Vanderbilt, as well as dinner theatre performances as Seymour 
Krelborn in Little Shop of Horrors, Lucentio in Kiss Me Kate, and Ebenezer Scrooge in A Christmas 
Carol. An avid gardener, karaoke patron, and community advocate, Dan lives in Peoria with his cats 
Lily, Goose, Smoke, and Flannel.

MATTHEW SPORRER (Snug/Tapper) - Matthew is a rising junior at Long Island University Post in New York 
where he is studying Theatre Arts (BA), International Relations (BA), and minoring in Spanish. This is his first 
show at Eastlight, but he is no stranger to theatre, having done shows at Washington Community HS, Peoria 
Players, Community Children’s Theatre, and at Long Island University Post. Some of his favorite past roles 
include Edwards in Blue Stockings, Ruben in Joseph and…, Mortimer in Arsenic and Old Lace, and Henry 
Clay in Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson. He wants to thank everyone whose hard work and determination 
made this show a possibility even against all of the odds.



GRACE THOMPSON (Company) - Grace is beyond thrilled to be performing her first show at Eastlight 
this summer. She is currently studying neuroscience at the University of Wisconsin in Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin, but was excited to be able to find a show this summer in her home town of Peoria. She 
would like to thank everyone for coming and seeing the show and hopes you enjoy watching Something 
Rotten! as much as she enjoyed working on it!

KEVIN PAUL WICKART (Nostradamus) - This is Kevin’s ninth show with Eastlight, having 
appeared previously in such shows as Annie (Oliver Warbucks), Peter Pan (Smee), and 
Young Frankenstein (Inspector Kemp/Hermit). His face is disturbingly familiar to audiences 
from here to Urbana, where he most recently appeared as the ghost of John Barrymore in I 
Hate Hamlet. Kevin lives in Normal with his wife Rachel, daughter Shannon, three Guinea 
pigs, two parrots, a cockatiel, and a parakeet.

SIMMY WOOD (Company) - Simmy is a new UIowa alum (Communication Studies major, 
Theatre minor) and is thrilled to make her Eastlight debut in one of her favorite musicals! 
Recent musical roles include Linda in Evil Dead the Musical (Iowa City Community Theatre), 
Ensemble in Ragtime (Corn Stock Theatre), and Mersister/Princess in The Little Mermaid 
(Community Players Theatre). Simmy wants to thank her friends and family for their 
continued support, as well as Robin Hunt for providing this amazing opportunity to safely 
do live theatre. Hopefully this show can make you laugh in these hard times!



• CSS Audio
• Hein Construction

•EastPort Marina

•Central Illinois Riding 
Therapy (CIRT)

•Hoerr Nursery

Very special thank you to the following… without 
you the show would not have gone on

•City of East Peoria

•East Peoria Festival of Lights

•Mayor John Kahl

• Illinois Prairie District Public 
Library

•Dunlap High School

•Law Office of David Hunt



Very special thank you to the following… 
without you the show would not have gone on

• Mike Johnson, Ginny Friedrich, Alison Miller and the staff at 
Fon du Lac Park District

• Sarah Crosman

• DeeDee Neuhaus

• Eastlight Theatre Board: Mike Johnson, Marjorie Greuter, Craig 
Weigle, Doug McCarty, Ryan Beck, Morgan Cadwalader, and Stephen 
Matheny



Creative Team
Director / Choreographer Robin Hunt
Music Director Jennifer Reece
Costumer Carrie McMillion, Natalie McMillion 
Tap Choreographer Tamra Challacombe
Exec Dir. & Sound and Lighting Design Steve Cordle
Video Board Design Dave Batton
Asst. Technical Director Matthew Nitsch

Tech Team
Stage Manager David Worent
Deck Manager Matthew Nitsch, James Frye
Spotlights  Michelle Holdham, AJ Westley
Sound Assistant  Nate Wilson

Thank you to our Ushers:  Friends of Marge Creek, Caterpillar Chorus, EP Women’s 
Club, Laureate Gamma Rho of Beta Sigma Phi, Caterpillar Retirees, EP Kiwanis, and 
Friends of Eastlight
 


